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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is response to communications: application, filed on 04/1 1/2001; 
amendments filed on 10/26/2009. Claims 56-103, 1 18-129 and 134-137 are pending; claims 54- 
55, 104-117, 130-133 and 138-143 are canceled; claims 56, 73 and 84-85 are amended. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendments to claims 56, 73 and 84-85 was given in 
a telephone interview with Attorney Eric B. Min, Reg. No. 54,761 on November 02, 2009. 

The claims has been amended as follows: 

56. (Currently Amended) A system configured to provide an information distribution 
service, said system comprising: 
a memory subsystem; 

one or more application servers configured to receive, via secure links to said 
information distribution service, messages including personal information relating to users of 
said information distribution service, wherein said users include a first user, wherein at least 
some of said messages are received from a plurality of business entities; 

wherein the received messages include first and second messages, wherein the first and 
second messages each include personal, non-public information relating to said first user and 
each include an indication of a time-based priority of the message, wherein the first message is 
received from a first business entity, wherein the second message is received from a second 
business entity; 

wherein said first and second business entities have been associated with a first account 
of said information distribution service, permitting said first and second business entities to 
provide, via said information distribution service, messages to said first account that include 
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personal information relating to said first user, wherein the first account is associated with the 
first user; 

wherein the received messages further include a third message, wherein said third 
message includes information corresponding to a second account of said information distribution 
service, and wherein the second account corresponds to a second user of said information 
distribution service, wherein the second account and the first account are members of a first 
group, where in the information distribution service allows a member of the first group to send 
information to one or more other members of the first group , stores information indicating that 
the second account is permitted to share information with the first account , and wherein said first 
account is independent from said second account; 

wherein said one or more application servers are configured to store the received 
messages in said memory subsystem, including the first, second, and third messages; 

wherein the one or more application servers are configured to generate a report for the 
first account by selecting the stored messages that are directed to the first account and whose 
time -based priorities satisfy one or more time-based criteria, wherein the report for the first 
account includes at least an indication of the first, second, and third messages; 

wherein the one or more application servers are configured to store the report for the first 
account. 

73. (Currently Amended) A computer-based method for providing an information 
distribution service, said method comprising: 

receiving, via secure links to said information distribution service, messages including 
personal information relating to users of said information distribution service, wherein said users 
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include a first user, wherein at least some of said messages are received from a plurality of 
business entities, wherein the received messages include first, second, and third messages, 
wherein the first and second messages each include personal, non-public information relating to 
said first user and an indication of a time-based priority of the message, wherein the first 
message is received from a first business entity, wherein the second message is received from a 
second business entity, wherein said first and second business entities have been associated with 
a first account of the information distribution service via said information distribution service, 
permitting said first and second business entities to provide, via said information distribution 
service, messages to said first account that include personal information relating to said first user, 
wherein the first account is associated with the first user; 

wherein the received messages further include a third message, wherein the third message 
includes information corresponding to a second account of the information distribution service, 
wherein the second account corresponds to a second user of the information distribution service, 
wherein the second account and the first account are members of a first group, wherein the 
information distribution service allows a member of the first group to send information to one or 
more other members of the first group , stores information indicating that the second account is 
permitted to share information with the first account , and wherein said first account is 
independent from said second user account; 

storing said received messages; 

generating a report for the first account, wherein said generating includes selecting at 
least the first, second, and third messages for inclusion in the report based on the time -based 
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priority of those messages satisfying one or more time -based criteria specified by the information 
distribution service; 

storing the report for the first account; 

making the report available to a client computer system that has accessed the first 
account via said information distribution service, wherein the report is displayable on the client 
computer system using a first interface. 

84. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable memory medium comprising program 
instructions executable by a computer to: 

receive, via secure links to an information distribution service, messages including 
personal information relating to users of said information distribution service, wherein said users 
include a first user, wherein at least some of said messages are received from a plurality of 
business entities, wherein the received messages include first, second, and third messages, 
wherein the first and second messages each include personal, private information relating to said 
first user and each include an indication of a time- based priority of the message, wherein the 
first message is received from a first business entity, wherein the second message is received 
from a second business entity, wherein said first and second business entities have been 
associated with a first account of said information distribution service via said information 
distribution service, permitting said first and second business entities to provide, via said 
information distribution service, messages to said first account that include personal information 
relating to said first user, wherein the first account is associated with the first user; 

wherein the received messages further include a third message, wherein the third message 
includes information corresponding to a second account of said information distribution service, 
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wherein the second account and the first account are members of a first group, wherein the 
information distribution service allows a member of the first group to send information to one or 
more other members of the first group, stores information indicating that the second account is 
permitted to share information with the first account, and wherein said first account is 
independent from said second account; 
store said received messages; 

generate a report for the first account, wherein generating the report includes selecting at 
least the first, second, and third messages for inclusion in the report based on the time -based 
priorities of those messages satisfying one or more time-based criteria specified by the 
information distribution service; and make the report available to a client computer system that 
has accessed the first account via said information distribution service, wherein the report is 
displayable on the client computer system using a first interface. 

85. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

a first computer system receiving, from an information distribution service over a data 
channel that includes the Internet, a first plurality of messages; 

responsive to said receiving, said first computer system providing at least an indication of 
each of the first plurality of messages for display to a first user using a first interface based on a 
time -based priority of the message ; 

wherein at least some of the first plurality of messages were sent to the information 
distribution service over a respective data channel that includes the Internet by a plurality of 
business entities; 
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wherein each of the plurality of business entities is associated with a first account of the 
information distribution service and is permitted by the information distribution service to 
provide messages to the first account, wherein the first account is associated with the first user; 

wherein each of the at least some of the first plurality of messages includes personal, non- 
public content that is related to the first user and that is not provided by the originating business 
entity to other accounts of the information distribution service; 

wherein the first plurality of messages further include a user message, wherein the user 
message includes information corresponding to a second account of said information distribution 
service that is associated with a second user of the information distribution service, wherein the 
second account and the first account are members of a first group, wherein the information 
distribution service allows a member of the first group to send information to one or more 
members of the first group stores information indicating that the second account is permitted to 
share information with the first account , and wherein said first account is independent from said 
second account; 

wherein each of the at least some of the first plurality of messages has an associated time 
value indicative of a time-based priority of the message, and wherein each of the first plurality of 
messages was selected for delivery to the first computer system based on its associated time 
value satisfying one or more time -based criteria specified by the information distribution service. 

Reasons for allowance 

3. With respect to claims 56, 73 and 84-85, the prior arts of record, singly or in 
combination fails to teach the features of claim(s) limitations thereof. Specially, inter alia, it fails 
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to teach a method for providing an information distribution service, said method comprising 
steps of: receiving, via secure links to said information distribution service, messages including 
personal information relating to users of said information distribution service, wherein said users 
include a first user, wherein at least some of said messages are received from a plurality of 
business entities, wherein the received messages include first, second, and third messages, 
wherein the first and second messages each include personal, non-public information relating to 
said first user and an indication of a time-based priority of the message, wherein the first 
message is received from a first business entity, wherein the second message is received from a 
second business entity, wherein said first and second business entities have been associated with 
a first account of the information distribution service via said information distribution service, 
permitting said first and second business entities to provide, via said information distribution 
service, messages to said first account that include personal information relating to said first user, 
wherein the first account is associated with the first user; wherein the received messages further 
include a third message, wherein the third message includes information corresponding to a 
second account of the information distribution service, wherein the second account corresponds 
to a second user of the information distribution service, wherein the second account and the first 
account are members of a first group, wherein the information distribution service allows a 
member of the first group to send information to one or more other members of the first group, 
and wherein said first account is independent from said second user account; generating a report 
for the first account, wherein said generating includes selecting at least the first, second, and 
third messages for inclusion in the report based on the time-based priority of those messages 
satisfying one or more time -based criteria specified by the information distribution service; 
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making the report available to a client computer system that has accessed the first account via 
said information distribution service, wherein the report is displayable on the client computer 
system using a first interface. 

Claims 57-72, 74-83, 86-103, 118-129 and 134-137 further limit the allowed claims, 
therefore they are also allowed. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance" 

Conclusions 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lan-Dai Thi Truong whose telephone number is 571-272-7959. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 8:30am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thu Nguyen whose can be reached on 571-272-6967. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
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system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ldt. 

11/05/2009. 



/Kenny S Lin/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2452 



